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PGDB

By Ron Caspi

This presentation can be found at 
http://bioinformatics.ai.sri.com/ptools/tutorial/sessions/ 
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The PGDB Registry

● The PGDB Registry is an Internet-based 
mechanism for sharing PGDBs among 
Pathway Tools users.

● The Registry itself is a server operating at 
SRI that lists the set of available PGDBs. It 
does not actually contain the PGDBs.

● The PGDBs reside at sites maintained by the 
users who chose to register them.

● All of the BioCyc PGDBs, plus many more, 
are available at the Registry
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Accessing The Registry
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Searching for PGDBs
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Downloading from The Registry

● Select the desired PGDBs
● Click on the “Fetch & install selected PGDBs” button
● Agree to Terms and Conditions
● Wait…

● The tar.gz file would be downloaded and decompressed, and the 
uncompressed files will be copied to their destination (ptools-
local/pgdbs/registry/dbname

● Once the process is done, the software will notify you, and you can start 
using the new PGDB (unless a schema upgrade is required…)
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Schema Upgrades
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Publishing a PGDB – The Process

The process of publishing a PGDB involves three steps:

● The directories and files that make up the PGDB 
are packaged and compressed into a single 
archive file.

● The packaged file is moved to a Web server or an 
FTP server on a site of your choosing (usually one 
maintained by your organization) that allows 
anonymous access for retrieval of stored files.

● The PGDB is registered with the SRI registry 
server, from which it is visible to Pathway Tools 
users across the Internet.
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Publishing a PGDB – Preliminary Step

The process of uploading a PGDB to the Registry is largely 
automated. 
However, before this can be done, the user needs to answer some 
technical questions about their FTP/Web server.

Tools → Preferences → Database Sharing
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Preliminary Step: Setting Preferences

You will need to answer the following two questions:

Note: if you answer “No” to 
the first question, you will 
need to move the packaged 
files yourself to the location 
where the files will be 
available to the public.
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Preliminary Step: Setting Preferences

Depending on how you answered these questions, you 
will see either this (if you answer “Yes” to the first 
question):
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Preliminary Step: Setting Preferences

Or this, if you answer “No” to the first question:
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Publishing a PGDB – Packaging
● The process is started by Tools → Publish DBs → Step 1

● Depending on your setup, you may have to manually move 

the files that are generated during this step to its final 

location
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Publishing a PGDB – Registering

See “Publishing PGDBs in the Registry” in the User Guide for more details

Last step: Registering 

PGDBs with the SRI Registry 

(Step 2)


